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PPT experiment mate by ths ferret adviſes of the 
% Crown, in the Middleſex election, was in part at- 


the reſt was to be left to time. They had brought the 
conſticution of Parliament, and the mode of election, with- 
in the verge of their influence. Tua might in time fubmit 
to have occaſional repreſentatives appointed for you by the 
Crown, as it is now maiatained by the advocates of the pre- 
ſent Miniſtry, that you have hereditary repreſentati ves of its 
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*** 
They reſiſted; and to that reſiſtanee, however you may have 
ſuffered in a diminution of wealth, commerce, and external 
conſequence, yeu are indebted for all the liberty that is yet 
left you. 

It is not neceſſary that I ſhould enter into any detail o 
the circumſtances of that fatal conteſt. My purpoſe is, to 


trace the ſteps of the Cabal in regular progrefiiun through 
all the tranſactions of the preſent reign, To anſwer this 


purpoſe, it will be ſufficient to direR your attention to the 
immediate object for which they engaged in the American 
war. That obje& was to levy contributions on the ſubj ect 
without his conſent ; to ſeparate the idea of Taxation and 
Repreſentation ; to eſtabliſh the forme: on the manncr of 
all arbitrary governments, and enforce it as a debt due for 
protection ; to alter the ancient Conſtitution of each pr: 
vince, and arbitrarily to ſubſtitute new forms of Govern- 
ment without 'theit conſent, and to which they were to be 
_ compelled to yield implĩcit obedience. 


The Cabal juſtiy concrived it to be a very fortunate cir- 


cumſtance in their favour, that the experiment could be 
made on the extremĩtĩes of the empire; on what was cani:- 
dered rather as dependencies, than as parts incorporated 
with ourſelces. Succeſs would furniſh il. em with the means 
of improving their experiment. The minds of men would 
become hobituated to the doctrine. America would furnith 
ine xhauſtible reſources of influence from the numbverleſ; 
tribe of Placemen and Taxgatherers; and a ſtanding army 
r way ee 
which ſhe was tu be reduced. 

Theſe were the happy and proſperous days of the Cabal. 
The Parliament, the Nation, the oftenfible Miniſter, ail 
profpe& of making America bear her part in the public 
burdens, and of feeing this country relieved, by her me:n:, 
frum the load of t- es under which we groaned, produced 
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an unirerfal treny- In the purſuit of this idle and eitep- 
ary hope, the nation became incapable of liſlening to any 


other confideration z the voice of the few nts. ava it 


was drowncd in the general clamour 

I faid that the oficufible Miniſter of the day was kurried 
away in the ſtream. He felt no rubs from taat influence of 
which bis pred:ceffors had fo uniformly complained, With 
that openneſs and candour that have entitled him to the 
thanks of the independent characters of this country, he bas 
himſelf aſſigned the reaſon. He ſeit it not, he ſaid, becauſe 


he ſuppoſed he was acting as it wiſhed him to aft, He was 


promaing its intereſt, whale be med at gramating „ 
tere ſt cf the nation. 

The power and influence he has acquired, beyond what 
ary other Miniſter had ever enjoycd, he then afc'ibed to 
the ecnſidence of his Sovereign, and to the ſenſe entertain- 
e: of his ſervices. He has lived to be undeceived. The 
moment his Adininiſtration ceaſed to be inſtrumental in pre- 
moting the views of the Cabal, he drem the whole weight 
of thew indignation upon him. The moment they found 
that he had eſtabliſhed a firm intereſt in his country: the 
moment they ſaw him followed in Parliament by a conſidcr- 


able body of men, independent of the Court, and net to 


be detached from him, from that moment Lord North be- 
came more ol jeclionable, more hateful in their fight, than 


the moſt violent of all their eppoſers. Even the man whom 


they before execrated, is preferred to him ; and of all the 
members of the late Cabinct, he is the only one to whom 
they publicly object. 
Laſſes and defeats had opened your eyes ede 
ſequences of the American war. The object of which it had 
been fo eagerly undertaken had vaniſhed into a ſmoke. The 


nation, inſtzad of being eaſed of its burden by it, was o- 


pre fled with an additional weight of taxes, which threatened 

a general bankruptcy, The tide of popular clamour was 

turned againſt the ſupporters of the war, and the difcontent 
| "a 


[8] 

without doors, made their way into Parliament. The fears 
of the Independent Gentlemen, and of thoſe who had a ſtake 
in their country, became too powerful to be reſiſted 
by thoſe who thrived by the public; ruin, and who owed 
their ſeats in the Houſe to the profits of the war. The Cabal 
ſaw the danyer that threatened them from the defeat of their 
favourite meaſure, which had promiſed fo very different 
an iſſue. Their exertions to ward off the blow, were pro- 
portioned to the conſequences they dreaded from it. It was 
like parting with life. But Parliament, true, in this in- 
ſtance, to your wiſhes, was reſolute, It carried its Remon- 
itrances to the Throne, and they who ſtood behind it had 
not then a Miniſter of ſuch temper and principles as they 

have now brought forward and adopted. Lord North, againſt 
whom ſo many artifices are employed to prejudice and inflame 
you, difdained to act the part, which Mr. Pitt, whom you 
are directed to reverence, is at this moment acting. He had 
proſecuted the American war, aud continued in Adminiſtra- 
tion, becauſe he had been encouraged to proſecute the one, 
and continue in the other, by a decided majority of your 
as decided in their condemnation, he put an end to his Ad- 
miniſtration, as a meaſure which he knew would of courſe 
put an end to the war. 

The threats and footk ings, the denunciation of laſting 
reſentment, on the promt ſes of boundleſs and eternal couſi 
denee which were conveyed to him by the agents of the 
Cabal, could not ſhake his re ſc lution: They were not able 
to prevail on him to hold a ſta ion which he could not re- 
tain without vislatiug every Maxim of conſſitutional go. 
vernment. He choſe to exp ſe himſclf to the vengeance 
ct the Court, whoſe imphcability he foreſaw, and to the 
reteatment of that powerful b: dy of men, whom long root- 
ed prejudices, and the lente of the national diſtreſſes which 
were attributed to bim as Jew folc author, bad inflamed 
againſi him, rather ihau lead himiclf to the ſupport of an 
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Adminiſtration in which the Repreſentatives of the People 
of England declared they had no confidence. His meaſures 
had proved unfortunate, but he was conſcious to himſelf 
promoting the ſucceſſes of his country; he was incapable 
of lending his aſſiſtance to the ſubverſion of us Conſtitution. 
The one might be recovered, —the other, once materialiy 
Injured, could not be reitored without 2 dangerous convul- 
pect of returzing to office, rather than oppoſe the general 
wiſh of reſtoring peace and quiet to this diſtracted country, 
induced him then 10 retire from office, when he thought that 
by retiring he could allay the public fears. This will be 
Dis praiſe, when the ingratitude of men whom he enriched 
by his favours, when the clamour of faction in which theſe 
men are the loudeſt and moſt eager to join, when the viru- 
lence of the preſent obſlinate retainers of that power which 
in veterate enemĩes, witneſſes of this patriotic conduct, have 
already done him juſtice. He will receive, I make no doubt, 
name from his Adminiſtration, than it diſſolved of courſe, 
and the Cabal was reduced to the fame extremities which 
had before compelled them to give way to the Miniſtry or 
Lord Rockingham. But at the period I am deſcribing to 
them, in ſome ſort, to the mortifyiag check they received 
by the return of that ever-to-be-lamented Nobleman and 
his friends to office. In the perf.n of Lord Shelburne (a 
name now conſigned, as if by general conſent of all parties, 
to unĩverſal oblivion) they found the moſt fic inſtrument for 
their purpoſes, which their knowledge of the characters of 
public men had, ar that time, ever preſented to them. 

I: was not that they could thi:k of admitting this ſtate 
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__empicic +mongſt them as a principle. However ambitious 
he ſhowed himſelf of that diſtinctĩon, they could not rely on 
him even in ſuch a caufe as theirs. They refolved, therefore, 
to manage him at his own weapons. They flattercd, they 
amuſed, and they deceived him. Under aa appearance of 
new Miniſtry. They emboſomed themſelves to him, as far 
as it was ſafe, in converſations, which, for cnce true to his 


- trult, becauſe he had an inter*{ in being true to it, he te- 


fuled to communicate to theſe of his intended colleagues, 
en the credit of whoſe popularity the Miniſtry was often» 
. fibly forming. His conduct proved that they knew their 
man. In conjunction with an * affociate, equal in zeal 
propoſed meaſures which he knew would never be adopted. 
He oppoſed and thwarted whatever were defigned for the 
cing - proofs of a ſecret communication with ſcme power, 
| known to the majcrity of the Cabinet only, by the diſſen- 
tions and divifions which he and his affociate cauſed there, 
He at laſt drove thoſe of the Miniſtry, who were obnoxious 
to his employers, into a determivation of reſigning, and 
withdrawing themſclves from a fituation, in which they 
nel lens Spurs — — being he's fore 
their country. | 

This determination was only bafered by the death of 
Lord Rockingham. Had it pleated Providence to have 
ſpared to his country that great and good man (great 
chicſiy, becauſe he was good) his friends would have had 
his ſanction and concurrence, in ſeparating themſelves from 
Lord Shelburne, as they did on his deceaſe. But unfortu- 
nately that event produced this difference, that had he lived 


1 % Tommy, 
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to have led the way in the meaſure, much happier conſe- 
quences would have reſulted from it to the country. By hs 
death the ties were looſened that held the great bedy of the 
from the ſimilarity of their virtues, and their attachment to 
your intereſts, have ſucceeded to his ir fluenee, could recc- 
ver from the fear and diſmay into which this ſtroke of Prov. 
_ ſeduced; the rad (for in all great public bodies of men 
ſach will be found) were bribed and brought over; and the 
ambitious, difappointed in their expectations of facceeding to 
the place he held among the Whigs, and no longer awed by 
his diſcerning, inflexible integrity, gladly ſeized a prerene 
for retaining that power, the love of which, it is tow evi- 
dent, was the ſole cauſe of the intemperate, and oftentimes 
indecent zeal, with which they had joined him in oppoting 
the ſyſtem of Court Influence*. 

And here it is well worthy of your artention.to obſerve, 
that the very men, who, ia all the ſtruggles that have been 
maintained againſt the fem during the period which I 
Have been deſcribing to you, were for goiag leagths whick 
tits preſent ſteady oppoſers thought too violent, and to which 
they refuſed to proceed, are they who now defend the leg. - 
Ny, and even the neceflity of that influerce with a frenzy of 
zeal, which its old ſupporters ſcarce can venture to counte- 
nauce. Nay, thoſe of them, who, in their furious invec- 
rives againſt its abettors, often fougd a pretext for offering 
perſonal indignĩties to the Sovereign, are now become, not 
only its moſt avowed and boldeſt, bat even its moit foreureff 
9 n arrianortrwas.. | 

B cone 

- * The D— of R—4 retained his place of Maſter General of ths 


I The perſon here principally alluded to has declared in Parla- 
ment, that the meafures now purſcng bythe Court were recom» 


meaned 
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converfica to the fyſiem is what converſion to Popery &® in 
ohe eyes of the Sovereign Ponciff. It procure: a plenary in- 
dulgence for all paſt tranſgreſſions, and gives a paſſport to 
down with more profuſe hand on the Reyentant, than os 
— 
- Great as the ſervices were, which Lord Shelburne ren 
dered the Cabal, and rimely as was the uſe which they were 
enabled to make of his name, they ſoon conſented to facri- 
—_ Goo him. His power wes but of a day. There was That in 
bis charatier, which even They could not truſt. Befiders 
he had brought into power with him © rival fer their favour, 
whom a peculiarity of fituation, and 2 nexcer fudy of his 
charater, en his coming into office, pointed out to them 80 
particularly entitled to their prediliflion.— N is unneeeſſary 
wo tell you, ther the peofon © mean was Ms. Wilkes Pia, 
the rent Firſt Lend of the 'Treafury, and Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. 
| This young Gendlemas came inco life vader more favour. 
pble ciocumſtances than, perhaps, ever full t we lot of 2 
public man. A very carly expetiation had heen formed of 
him by his friends, and the firſt lay of his elaquence in 
employing that eloquence in promoting the deft intereſts of 
his country He wok an aflive and decided purt in the 
meaſures for kefflaing the influence of the Crown in the 
Houſe of Commons, and was gne of thaſ: who cxenet 
the American war. 
882 important coo:eſt ca e the general 
idca, of his abilities, it yemaingd for kim ts choſe his road 
:o that _ = —— from 


em O_o” 


2s bs wh 3 
and the very nature and tenure of müss changph, that biz bes 
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his plact in Pualiement, could albne fuicfy his an 
dition An ambition that diſdained all fabordizace em- 
 ployment; an ambition, fenced into & perfuakesn that 
n poſſeſſed that knowledge from noture, which long and. 
roilſome experience alone gives to other men. Me wes told, 
he was born a Statefinen: he believed: it, and determined 
n to vank all as once into thoſe high. lations. 
which, before the preſens tines, none could hope to attain 
r 
public cauſe. 


Ta che change — faceceded Land Nork's 
reſignation, he flood detached from all parties. He lay on 
his arms as it were, t6 ſee the event of the difſemtions 
which the parts that compoſed that change muſh, he knew, 
in a very rt time produce. He faw that there were two 
ways that might lead him to that height of power which he 


avowed to' be his objet. One was to embrace «he popular 


Party, the other © devote himſelf rw the Crown. 
But the popular party hed long been led by the gene 
talents and abilities thats had ever graced this of any 
other country. The warivalled pawers of Mr. Fox, join> 
ed to his well earned popularitp=eo the great fapports he 
drew with him ameng the moſt independent charadters in 
the kiadom—to the ſervices he had rendered to the people, 
and the repeated facrifices he had made of place and emo- 
lament © their incereſls, preafuded every hope this 
young man could have formed of being raiſed by the people 
the firſt poſt in their ſervice. Ain, thereſhoe, in the 
fame cauſe with Mr. Nen, he muſt ever aft a ſubordinate 

part ; and to a ſubordinate part he had not ſcrupled to art 
he would ever diſdain to defend, © | 
Bur from the fide of the Court the profpeRt was very diſ- 
in all its mn, plunged almoft into deſpair at the dif- 
appointment of in bee from - the American ent 
without a leader in the Houkz of Commons, and obliged 
Ba w 


[mn] 
to conſign its intereſt in the Cabinet to 4 perſon ©, on 
3 4 not poſſible to place any refiance ;—all this 
concurrence of f. vourable circumfiances determined bim in 
his choice, and an opportunity ſoon preſented itſclt for de- 
chrivg that choice tothe public. 
The d of Lord Rockingham was inſtantly followed by 


the a, pojinrment of Lord Shelburne: to the Trexfury. Mr. 


Fox aud Lord Iba Cavendiſh reſigned. The Duke of 
Portland side himſelf rom the Government of Ireland. 
Me. Pi, wivmph og in his foreſight, fhone out all at once 
> --o— apps. „4 „ 
Commons. 

et ated art domme te Bnee, 
requinng ech a variety and exient of abilities, ſuch con- 
fummate experience, fo vaivrerfal a knowledge of the re. 
ſources of the country in every branch of commerce and 
finance, hid never before been entruſted but to the moſt 
doued to the youth and inexperience of a perſon, who had 
ſearcely arigined to the age of manhood. His illuſtrious. 
father, one of the meit ſucceſsful and able Miniſters this 


glory, and of that of his country, be learning to bear the 
yoke in his youth. Great and commanding as his talents 


appeared from his firſt entering the Houſe of Commons, 
he thought an unte mitting application of years amply re. 


worded, when at the age of forty he was made Paymaſter 
Genc ral ;—a place that called for no minitierial abilities, 
that entitled him 0 no confidence, and which this great 


man conkidered merely 28 a higher ſchool, wherein he might 


prepare himſel- fur the great otfices to which he was afier- 
warts called by his country. 

The fame may be des cmmenactntn. who in 
the courſe ** has filled 2 oath ia 


nation was ever bleſſed with, laid the foundation of his on 


4 
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| bis Prince, 22 | 
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the State. We may except, perhaps, one inflanee..- 


Lord Bolingbroke, in times of faQtion, like the prefenr, 
when the friends of the Houſe of Hanover were removed 
ſpiſing and fettiag at defiance the Reſolutions of Parliament, 
and che general ſenſe of the nation, was planning in ae 
clojet the ſubverſion of the Conſtitution, by the reſtoration 
of the Stuarts; in ſuch a time Lord Bol ne broke was made 


| Secretary of State at the age of wenty-twwo. But that in» 


fatuated nobleman fell an early victim to the flattery of his 
fycophants, to his own preſumptuous confidence in his abi- 
lizies, (great, certainly, as Mr. Pit, or any other man 
ever poſſeſſed) and to his impatient and boundlefs ambition. 
the cauſe of freedom rriamphed. — He was driven into | 
exile, and after owing his recal and the reftoration of his 
honours to the mercy of his Prince, and the kindneſs of 
Providence, he ſpent the remainder of his days in obſcurity ; 
oppoſing, in his political publications, the government of 


his God. 

The ſtation, however, which Lord Bolingbroke filed, 
was a ſubordinate ftation compared to that which Mr. Pitt 
had ſeized, and with which, however, he was not fatisfied. 
One ſtep more remained for him to aſcend, and the increaf(- 
ing favour of the Cabal, and the circumſtances of the umes 
fhewed it to him at no great diſtance. 

The nego:iations for a general peace were puſhed forward 
by Lord Shelburne, with the moſt .impolitic raſhneſs and 
8 Notwithſtanding our ſucceſſes in the Wen 

Indies, during the laſt campaign of the war; notwithſtand- 
ing the total and fortuvate chavge that had been effefied 
in the management of our fleets ; nowithſlanding the in- 
creaſing diſlreſſes of the enemy, and the ruined ſtate of 
their finances, yet conceſſions and facrifices were made to 
thew, which vothing but abſolute deſpair ſhould have made 


s ſubmit to. Whole provinces and iflagds, were voluntarily 


profe 
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proffered to them by the weakueſs and folly, or given vp 
the ruinous ignorance of the agents employed by the Mi- 
 viſter at Paris. A ſpirit of ſhame, indignation, and re- 
femment, roſe in conſequence among all ranks of people, 
and there appeared a general alacrity and concurrent dt ir 
in all partics, to ſeleQ the Earl of Shelburne, as a vidim 
of ationement to the nation. 

| The very feſt to edanes — — wee- 
tures of the Cabal. He had ſerved their turn, as 1 have 
before obſerved to you, and they had found a much 
more efficient ĩnſtrument, to whote ambition they gladly 
facrificed him. | 

We all recollieft well the circumſtances. 80 great was 
their anxiety and eagerneſs to bring Mer. Pitt forward, 
on the reſignation of Lord Shelburne, that he was himſelf 
obliged to reſtrain their ardour, and to direct their pro- 
_ ccedings. For upwards of fix weeks tlie kingdom was kept 
u a ſtate of the moſt alarming doubt and anxiety. Public 
dufineſs was totally ſuſpended—the moſt preſſing exigencies 
of the State were poſtponed and neglected an interregnum, 
fatal to every domeſtic and foreign intereſt, was ſuffered to 
overwhelm us with grief and dejection, until ſuch time as 
the ſirug2le between the impatience of the ſetret adviſers of 
_ the Crown, and the caution and prudence of their new af- 
_ foczare, could be adjuſted. 

They urged and goaded him to an immediate acceptance 
of the Minifiry, and at one time he had given way to their | 


importunities. But on cooler refleftion be retrafied his 


conſent, and his wiſer plan was adopeed. He clearly 
foreſaw the ſſorm that threatened every Minifter, who, at 
fuch a criſis, ſhould undertake the public Councils. The 
tate of our affairs in the Eaſt Indies had been recommended 
from the Throne to the carlieft confideration. The bolde & 
Miniſters, and they who were moſt fiewly ſecured in their 
fea's, had ſhrunk, for years, from an object of fuck 
jofnite riſk and difficulty. Even his illufirious farther, 
in the plcnitude of hie power, had trembled to look 
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at it» But 'it was now brought to that point, that at all 
events und hagards.it muſt Be fully entered into and finally 
adjuſted. Weighty taxes were to be impoſed on the public 
to clear off the incumbrances of the war, and no Miniſter, 
however [ popular, - could hope io propoſe them without 
rations, equally promifing, he urged, 28 decifive reaſons for 
opportunity, which ſuch circumſtances could not fail of 
offering to gratify their wiſhes. | 

The relufiance with which the Cabal yielded, even ts 
the juſineſs of this reaſoning, is not ſurpriſing, when you 
confider the Cabinet which was formed an Mr. Piu's Goat 
determination, not to accept the Treaſury. A Cabinet poiat- 
ad out to them by the Houſe of Commons, and ſupported 
dy an union of all the great and leading intereſt there A 
Cabinet formed upon principle, upon mutual confidence, 
whibout one ſuſpicious perſon from whom they could a- 
prebend any feeds of diſſention or diviſion, or one 10 whom 
the Cabal could venture to intruſt their interells, or apply 
w for ſupport. A Cabinet compoſed of men who were 
chiefly indebeed for their power to the popular favour. 


United in themſelves, truſted and fupporied abroad. — 


A Cabinet, in ſhort, fuck as had not been feen fince the 
death of the Second George, and which the ſubvertors of 
the meaſures of that and the preceding reign couid not be- 
hold without the utmoſt abhorrence. 

Their averſion to n wo the femerien of this Cadi- 


net could only be equalled by their eagerneſs to deſtroy it 


firmed theis defpair of being able to break it by inceſtine 
ſaſpicions or diſcord, and this deſpair drove them to em- 
brace the firſt ſlight pretenc of actack that preſented itſelf 


to their impatience. 


This pretexs they wok from the propoſal of an eftablifh. 
meat for the Heir to the Cromg. A propofal which had 


or” 


TT 


| erigitated from the puck mand for tht e of hs 
Ro ants and che .wiſeſt matims of tyae JubfSantiel 
r ' It bee an e of un- 
neceſſary profuſion ; and the vid ar of fallchood and mii 
repreſentation were peabtiſed t9-ſpread u general alarm. But 
the pretext was too flight, and'the attempt too precipitate. 
The prudence of their youtig favourite pgain imerfered. 
Conceſſions, 23 abject 2s the provecations had: been unjuſt 
and infuking, were made 10 the Adminiſtration, and mat- 
ters were ſuffercd is lead on gradually to that period whichs 
| If you are wanting to yourſelves, muſt finally eſtabliſh theit | 
power on the ſubverſion and ruin of the Cie 
You already know, that I allude tw the buſineſs of Mr. 
which introduced and-ſucceeded its defeqt in the Houſe of 
Lords. - But having thus traced the ſyſtem of private fo- 
vouritiſm and Secret Influence, from its fielt origio, to a 
period, which, ic flatters itſelf, mult ſecure ic final ſucceſs 
ts. — Ain 8 
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